April 16, 2012
Dear Families,

Our class is starting a unit on Anne Frank’s The Diary of a Young Girl and the Holocaust.  Anne Frank’s diary, first published in English in 1952, is one of the world’s most treasured books.  It has been translated into more than 55 languages and has sold more than 20 million copies.  Putting the diary in the context of the Holocaust helps students translate faceless statistics into the experience of a specific person, a teenager like themselves, with dreams and plans, anxieties and sorrows, and a love for life.  In learning about Anne’s life and death, we will be considering events that took place more than 65 years ago but that have immediate relevance today.  

This treasure has landed in seventh grade for the very first time (it has been an 8th grade tradition), and we are very excited for this new journey with our students.  We are also very fortunate to have a guest speaker, a Holocaust survivor.  As we know, they are becoming more and more rare.  Finally, we are planning on showing Academy Award winning Anne Frank Remembered at the close of our unit.  It is rated PG.  Should you have a problem with this selection, please let your teacher know.

Learning about the Holocaust helps students:

· understand the danger of remaining uninvolved in the face of attacks on others’ rights.

· gain a perspective on the ways a modern industrial nation used technology and governmental bureaucracy to crush dissent and carry out mass murder based on bigotry and hate.

· take responsibility, as citizens of a democracy, for maintaining an open, tolerant society and safeguarding democratic institutions and values.

In studying the Holocaust, students face up to issues of fairness, justice, peer pressure, and conformity---issues they confront in their daily lives.

Please talk with your son or daughter about the Holocaust.  Ask your child what he or she is learning.  Listen to your child’s reactions to the material being read and to his/her writing responses.  Join in learning more about the period.  I welcome your comments and questions.

Sincerely,

7th Grade Humanities Team

Mrs. Dusek, Mrs. Lavene, Mrs. Stein, Ms. Steinman, and Ms. Vaughn
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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